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Foreword 



i nere is ever greater concern about teacher education in America 
Increasing signs of revolution in our cities prompt the public and its educator: 
to consider the nature, quality, and direction of teacher education in 1968. 

The Association for Student Teaching, through its Executive Committee 
created a commission in 1965 to investigate the internship concept in teachei 
education. The Commission on Internships was charged with studying the 

concept theoretically and reporting the nature of its implementation across the 
nation. 

, c Commission has conducted discussion meetings at each National 
Ab I Conference since 1965 and sponsored the summer workshop of 1967 at 
Kingston, Rhode Island. A survey of member institutions of the American 
Association of Colleges for Teacher Education (AACTE) revealed the 
existence in 1967 of fiftv-one internship programs functioning within the 
Commission s definition. 

This yearbook has been prepared for the AST membership and interested 
teacher educators. For some readers the content will be too prescriptive: for 
others, completely unrealistic. The Commission urges that the reader consider 
internship as an integral part of the professionalization of teaching. It 
proposes a definition of internship which has implications for planners of 
teacher education programs for the 1970’s. 

HORTON C. SOUTH WORTH 
Chairman 
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Preface 



In 1942 the Association for Student Teaching published a monograph by 
Florence Stratemeyer, entitled The Internship as an Integral Part of Teacher 
Education. At that time Professor Stratemeyer wrote: 

. . . the work in directed teaching should be followed by a period of 
internship during which there is provision for professional adjustment service 
closely coordinated with the needs of the student and his preservice education. 1 

Now, a quarter of a century later, the Association, in its 1968 Yearbook, 
reaffirms its support for the internship experience. 

This yearbook was written by people who are deeply committed to and 
involved in internship programs. They do not attempt a comprehensive 
account of all types and forms of internships, but they do write clearly and 
convincingly of a limited number of trend-setting programs. They do not 
confine themselves to descriptions of current programs and practices, however. 
They include both a theoretical conceptualization and an historical review of 
the development of internships. 

The reader will find in this volume an enthusiastic treatment of many 
aspects of the theme. The internship is presented as a most effective and 
essential element in the education of a teacher. Future experience and 
experimentation undoubtedly will provide the basis for the systematic assess- 
ment and careful evaluation so necessary to continued advances in teacher 
education. ' 

DOROTHY M. McGEOCH 
Yearbook Editor 



The final production and distribution of this yearbook were the responsi- 
bility of Richard E. Collier, Executive Secretary, AST, and Linda Booth, 
Administrative Assistant, AST. The technical editing was handled by 
Geraldine Pershing, an NEA staff member. 



1 Stratemeyer, Florence. The Internship as an Integral Part of Teacher Education. 
Lock Haven, Pa.: the Association, November 1942. p. 8. 
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Definition of Internships in Teacher Education 

AST COMMISSION ON INTERNSHIPS IN 
TEACHER EDUCATION 



Adopted February 18, 1967 
Chicago, Illinois 



The internship in teacher education is an integral part of the professional 
preparation of the teacher candidate, having been preceded by successful 
observation-participation and student teaching or equivalent clinical experi- 
ences in a school environment, and is planned and coordinated by the teachbr 
education institution in cooperation with one or more school systems. The 
’iitern is contracted by and paid by a local school board, assigned a carefully 
planned teaching load for a school year, and enrolled in college courses that 
parallel his professional experience. The intern is supervised both by a highly 
competent teacher who is recognized for his supervisory capacity and is 
assigned released time to devote to the supervision of interns and by a college 
supervisor who makes a series of observations and works closely with the 
school supervisor and the intern. 



Part One 

INTERNSHIPS: STRUCTURES 
AND STRATEGIES 



CHAPTER I 



The Teacher Education Internship in 
Historical Perspective 



Contrary to popular belief, the internship in teacher education is not 
a recent development. The roots of internship in the United States can be 
traced back to the nineteenth century. The growing number and variety of 
programs during the last ten to fifteen years have created the false impression 
that the internship is a recent innovation. 

This recent and rapid development has resulted in a loss of both 
historical and contemporary perspective. As Shaplin stated in discussing this 
concern : 

A bewildering variety of designs appears as each program lays claim to its 
own uniqueness. There is little consciousness that the idea of internship has 
had a long history in American education or that significant patterns of intern- 
ship are emerging at the present time. 1 

It is the purpose of this chapter to provide an historical overview of the 
development of internships in teacher education through a brief description of 
major types of programs; their underlying purposes, principles, and phi- 
losophy; and an emerging definition during three periods in the United States. 

INTERNSHIPS 1900-1930 

The first recognized internship in teacher education was established at 
Brown University in Rhode Island in 1909. Within this program, some of the 
graduates in teacher education were placed in the Providence Public Schools 
for one full year as half-time, salaried teachers under the close supervision of 
a professor of education and a supervising teacher. They were also required 
to complete a specified amount of course work at the University during their 
internship. 2 

Bases for Development 

The Brown University program created the basic design of most current 
five-year internships in secondary education. It was based upon five under- 

1 Shaplin, Judson T., and Powell, Arthur G. “A Comparison of Internship Pro- 
grams.” Journal of Teacher Education. 15: 175; June 1964. 

2 Brown, John F. The Training of Teachers. New York: Macmillan Co., 1911. 
p. 242. 
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